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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

One of my favorite TV shows when | was growing up (in the 70s) was
M.A.S.H.. Most all of you probably know it or remember it. The series was
a comedy, set at a Mobile Army Surgical Hospital during the Korean War.
It ran for many years and | am sure you can see reruns even today. | had
seen it so many times that | could probably tell you that week’s entire plot
from the first 10 seconds of the show. In time, shows dealing with the

Viet Nam War also became popular. “Tour of Duty”and “China Beach”
were the two | watched, although not with the same dedication. They

were dramas.

But one scene | remember from “China Beach” was the Christmas episode.
Becket (one of the main characters) and another soldier were preparing
deceased solders and their personal affects for shipment back to the states.
It was Christmas Day and the other soldier was filling out the paperwork for
a soldier who had been killed that day. He was about to write in December
25th, when Becket stopped him and said, “Nobody dies on Christmas”.

He Then instructed him to write in another date. And we can understand
why... Nobody wants the death of their loved one to be associated with
such a day, a day that is supposed to be filled with joy and carefree
celebration. Nobody wants to mourn while everyone around them is
rejoicing.

And yet as Christians | would say, in a sense, that all of us die at Christmas!
All of us are gifted at our earthly death with the ultimate gift of forgiveness
and etemal life. We are gifted with our Savior. And isn’t that what Christmas
is all about?

| was blessed to have my mother pass away on “All Saints Day.” The
message is obvious. Likewise, in the coming month we celebrate more
than gifts and family and traditions. We celebrate even more than a virgin
birth. We celebrate a gift that gives confidence and hope (and can | say
joy?) in every situation, even yours...

Happy New Year!
Pastor Gary Hagen
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CONGREGATION NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CaLL ComMITTEE UPDATE

On Sunday, November 16, the voters of Trinity Lutheran Church voted to issue a Call to Pastor
Jason Duley from Arlington, Nebraska. He has been sent the official Call documents and is
now prayerfully considering this Call. It will likely be four to six weeks before we hear from
Pastor Duley whether or not he will accept the Call. We now pray that the Lord will lead Pastor
Duley to a clear decision as to where He wants him to serve, whether it is to continue at his
current congregation or to move to a new ministry at Trinity.

Jeff Allen
Senior Elder

THE TRINITY CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

The Tree is now decorated with colorful Stockings and Trees and is ready for Trinity
Members to choose a Parrott Creek recipient and use some of the ideas to create a
gift. Information is on both sides of the Stocking or Tree. Please fill out the signup
sheet on the table next to the Giving Tree so we are able to track who has gifts
for each numbered recipient.

When you retum your gift please simply place it inside a Gift Bag with some Tissue
Paper added and include the original gift tag. Please do not wrap the gits.

Parrott Creek will be picking up the Gifts on December 15th in the moming, so
we're asking that all the Gifts be tumed in by Sunday December 14th.

If you have any questions please see Beth Wilson

DoRcAs CIRCLE

Dorcas Circle is currently accepting Turkeys and Hams during the Holidays to facilitate
supplying The Transition Center with a meal ingredients each month for 120 people and a
meal for our Homebound folks each month as well. If you are able to donate please see
Diane Ledgerwood or Pat Benjamin.

HosPITALITY
Sunday Moming Coffee Time has been presenting some very nice homemade items for the
last several months. Homemade cookies seem to be one of your favorites. If you are so
inclined and you enjoy baking, Beth Wilson, would be pleased to hear from you. We'd love
some Christmas Cookies !!

Blessings,
Beth Wilson

16000 South Henrici Road | Oregon City, Oregon 97045 | 503.632.5554 | www.trinityoc.org 2



PRESIDENT’S CORNER
DeEceMBER 2025 — GIFTS AND GIVING

The birth of Jesus was God’s gift to the world and it changed the world. The Three Wise Men brought
gifts to celebrate the birth of Jesus. We give gifts in celebration of Jesus Birthday. The Apostle Paul
wrote “...remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than
fo receive.” Acts 20:35.

Trinity Members are a generous giving people, especially during the holidays.
Herb Meissel transported 367.3 pounds of food that members donated in
November to H.O.PE. Food Pantry. H.O.P.E. passed along that food to help
provide Thanksgiving meals to residence in Oregon City.

The Dorcus Ladies gift of time is ongoing, they coordinate the Christmas Giving
Tree. The gifts, socks and gloves you provide will be delivered to Parrott Creek
Services for the families they serve.

Christian Education gifts the older youth with holiday cards.

The Quilters spent a year creating a collection of 35 quilts to be given to Parrott &
Creek Services who will gift them to mothers, their children and older teen boys
at Christmas.

Volunteers gifted Trinity members by assembling the picnic shelter in Trinity ,
Trails Park, a place to celebrate God’s gifts under the trees. Throughout the year, =
members give love and support to their church family in so many ways. We are
blessed.

Please continue to pray for Pastor Duley as he considers Trinity’s Call. We also
say a prayer of thanks for all who will help in our preparations for celebrating
Christmas: Pastor Gary, the Praise Team and the Organists who prepare to lift
our hearts with music, the decorators that help bring the spirit of Christmas into
our house of worship, and the Hospitality Team who gift us with tasty Christmas
treats.

Every year a family down the road plants a large handmade sign in their front
yard that reminds travelers speeding by of the reason for the season. It reads,
“Happy Birthday Jesus.”

Sheila Wahl
Council President

971-998-6481
swahl7547@gmail.com
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD NEWS

ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE CLASSES

If you are interested in facilitating an Adult Bible Class in the new year 2026 please let us know.
Thanks! We are happy to help you search in the Library for a 6-8 week

curriculum.

LIBRARY

We're beginning to hear the word ADVENT more and more as November ends and December
begins. We have a dictionary or two in our TLC Library. The definitions of Advent are: an amval, a
coming into view, or being, especially as it pertains to the coming of Christ.

As we prepare our hearts and homes during Advent we can ponder how Christ Jesus desires to
enter into our lives, homes, here and our forever home to come.

Advent Devotionals are located in the front of the Welcome Center. “Preparing For Jesus” and also
a large print Advent Devotion for Seniors, “A Season of Peace”. Feel free to take one home with
you.

VvBS
A children's Arch book, “Preparing for Jesus” and a devotional booklet have been sent as a follow
up to our VBS students and their families.

YOUNG ADULTS

We are happy to include even more of our Young Adults who are local or far away. They receive
cards, short devotions, "surprises," birthday cards, and special Trinity News about going’s on at
TLC like our TLC Park and Trail project. They have received a “Preparing for Jesus” devotional
booklet so they can join us during advent time. \We care about them and their lives and invite you to
pray for them. If you would like their names, please ask Carolyn or Henrietta.

CONFIRMATION
The three confirmation students are working with Pastor Gary. We appreciate Pastor Gary for
diligently "walking" with Ayla, Jacob, and Sophia. They too will receive an advent devotional.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE

At this time we have no young Youth ( kindergarten-5th grade) Sunday School age children.

A suggestion that was mentioned was a Christmas Hymn Carol Sing. If you have other
suggestions please speak with an elder. Last year we had Wendy Sue share a musical drama
about Mary however she is not available this year.

Many blessings,

Henrietta Brooks
Christian Education Board
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Lutheran Women
- In Mission

Thank you so much for all the response to LWML Sunday. The purple color in church was
evidence of your commitment to sharing the Good News of our Savior's love to each person
we meet. You also showed in your giving to the MITE offering that you are doing your part to
send that message to people and places that are not in Oregon City but are in Oregon and in
other states as well as across the seas.

The goal for fully funding our grants is $95,500.00. We have until 3/31/26 to accomplish
this. At this time, we have collected $46,204.88., not even half. Often Thanksgiving and
Christmas bring more donations. | encourage you to consider contributing with a check to
Trinity Lutheran Church and in the Memo put LWML also notate LWML on the envelope.
Just drop it into your offering plate.

Blessings,
Carolyn Stucky

Y e e aaaT aTaT aNaT o -

#9 Oregon District Unequally Yoked Workshop, $4,000

This grant aims to educate the leadership, congregations, and
especially college-aged young women of the Oregon District with

a better understanding of the Islamic doctrine to prevent them from —
being wooed away from the Christian faith. This POBLO training,
consisting of a workshop and training kits, has been developed to
sharpen the distinction between the identity and mindset of y

Disciples of Christ in contrast to Islam's carnal/spiritual view.

#8 CTSFW Food Co-op to Purchase Food for Seminary Students
Fort Wayne, IN, $5,000

The Co-op is vital to the livelihood of many seminary students, providing 80—-85% of all

the families' food and household needs. This grant will allow the Food Co-Op the monies to
purchase eggs, milk, ground beef, fresh fruits and vegetables, and other perishable items.
This food will help off-set the financial burden of seminary education for students and families.
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GETTING INVOLVED

If you would like to become involved in any area of service here at Trinity OC, feel free to make a note on
the Communication Card on the back of the Sunday Worship Service Bulletin.

December 7 Elders
December 14 | Elders
December 21 | Elders
December 28 | Elders

Communion Set-Up

December 14

Carol Cameron/Steve Cameron

December 28

Carol Cameron/Steve Cameron

Lectors

December 7

George Deines

December 14

Rhoda Bohr

December 21

Contemporary Service

December 28

Steve Cameron

Flowers for Worship

December 7

Flowers Purchased

December 14

Flowers Purchased

December 21

Flowers Purchased

December 28

Flowers Purchased

OUTREACH COMMITTEE

We are in search of a coordinator for our
Outreach Committee. Please contact Shelia
Wahl to discuss this opportunity.

SO MANY WAYS TO GIVE!

There are many ways Trinity can receive
additional donations as you go about your busy
days.

FRED MEYER COMMUNITY REWARDS
Register Fred Meyer Community Rewards
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards,
Non-Profit Organization number SA 112.

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

Do you have a life insurance policy through
Thrivent or perhaps an annuity? If so, you may
have Thrivent Choice Dollars waiting to be
distributed. Thrivent grants amounts to each
member quarterly to give away.

You can direct your dollars to the church if you
choose to do so, or to an organization of your
choice. To direct your funds, login to your
account on Thrivent.com or call Thrivent Member
Care 800.847.4836

If you have questions, call Connie Adams,
503.631.7446.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH | OREGON CITY | LEADERSHIP LIST
Additional contact information for the following individuals is available in the church directory.

BOARD OF ELDERS

Head: Jeff Allen E, L, T 206.228.3724 (2025)

Al Bohr H, I, J, O 503.980.8047 (2025)

Ray Clack M, N 503.656.3891 (2025)

Levi Darnell A, D, R 503.631.7559 (2025

Cary Martenson C, G, K, V, Z 503.632.3879 (2025)
Craig Nickles F, W 971.404.4771 (2026)

Dave Wilson B, P, S 503.459.7365 (2025)

CouUNcIL OFFICERS

President: Sheila Wahl (2026)

Vice President: Pam Seelye (2027)
Treasurer: Connie Adams (2027)

Recording Secretary: Ronda Corless (2025)

PROPERTY BOARD

Herb Meissel (2025)

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD

Henrietta Brooks
Carolyn Stucky

Trinity Office Email Addresses

Pastor: Rev. Gary Hagen
garymhagen@comcast.net

Office Manager: Kay Lynch
office@trinityoc.org

Business Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm

Publications

Bulletin & Scroll Editor: Kay Lynch, Office Manager
If you have an article you would like to see
published in The Scroll, please feel free to send
an email to office@trinity.org or stop by and say
hello!

Ministry Primary Contacts

Altar Guild

Altar/Banner:  Colleen Brinkert
Gary Brinkert

Communion:  Carol Cameron
Steve Cameron

Flowers: Connie Adams

Dorcas Guild - Diane Ledgerwood
Prayer & Praise - Henrietta Brooks

Prayer Chain - Coordinator: Jacquie Ingalls
ingalls.rose@yahoo.com

LWML/Mission Guild - Carolyn Stucky
Wednesday Bible Study - Pastor Gary Hagen
Audio/Video Technology - Ahtia Clack

Facility & Building Use/Security - Herb Meissel
Outreach - Volunteer Needed

Quilters - Sheila Wahl

Trinity Oregon City Missions and Contacts
Local Outreach
« Transitions Projects
Pat Benjamin
o Love INC Office 503.655.4223 ext. 2
« True Housing 503.234.8757
o Lutheran Latino Ministries
PO Box 293, Mt. Angel, OR 97362
« Parrott Creek Services
Dorcas Mission Guild & Quilters
National Outreach
e LCMS Disaster Fund
e LWML
International Outreach
e Child Beyond International, Guatemala
e Compassion International

Revised 10/2025
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TRINITY EVENTS CALENDAR

DECEMBER 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
9:30am CE 10:30am Bible
Board - Study
Uz 10:30am Dorcas
5pm NW Elite Guild N 50m NW Elite
6:30pm Trinity Volleyball 3:30 Confirmation VpII bl
Volleyball 7pm Advent Svc | volleyba
8pm Praise Team
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10am Worship 10:30am Bible 9am Transition
Following Coffee Study Projects
Social & Sunday Noon Men’s 10:30am Cooking
School Lunch Stanley’s for Homebound
5pm NW Elite Corner 5pm NW Elite
6:30pm Youth 6:30pm Trinity Volleyball 3:30 Confirmation | Volleyball 11am Memorial
Group Volleyball 7pm Advent Svc Service for Dick
8pm Praise Team Brooks
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10am Worship 9:30am Prayer 10:30am Bible
Following Coffee & Praise Study
Social & Sunday 11:30am Quilters
School Christmas Lunch | 3:30pm
11am Elders Board 5pm NW Elite Confirmation
6:30pm Youth 6:30pm Trinity Volleyball 7pm Advent Sve | 5pm NW Elite
Group Volleyball 6:30pm Church | 8pm Praise Team | Volleyball
Council
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10am Worship 10am Outreach | 10:30am Bible Christmas Day
Following Coffee Study
Social 3:30pm Office Closed
Confirmation
6:30pm Encouragers | 6:30pm Trinity 7pm Christmas
6:30pm Youth Volleyball 7pm Canby Bible | Eve Service
Group Study 8pm Praise Team
28 29 30 31
10am Worship New Year’s Eve
Following Coffee
Social & Sunday 10:30am Bible
School Study
Women’s & Men’s 3:30pm
Bible Study Confirmation
6:30pm Youth 6:30pm Trinity 7pm Praise Team
Volleyball

Group




DECEMBER 2025 '

022027

Birthdays & Anniversaries Mii&%@%
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Ryan Walker Phyllis
Ernsherger
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Jeannie Baker Tom Handy Wilbur Bohr
Daisy Teske
Herb & Rae
Meissel
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Carol Cameron
Connie & Brian
Adams
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Wyatt Christmas Day
VanDelaat
Ed & Sandra
Lindquist
28 29 30 31
Marilyn Allen | Joshua New Year’s
Martenson Eve
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